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bonanza offered, especially as they would be relieved of the expense of supporting themselves during the summer. From this time on, as the Suru coolies returned from the compulsory service for which they had been requisitioned, we had no difficulty in obtaining as many as were needed, and some who were again ordered away refused to go, remaining by preference with us.
On 29th June we left Suru with sixty-five coolies under three mates, thirty sheep, fifteen goats, and the dozen fowls, to cross the Purkutse La to the Rangdura valley. We were not pleased with the attitude of the Kargil mates* They seemed to take no interest in their work, and did nothing to make themselves useful or to further our interests or those of the coolies they had charge of. Their ohief concern was, on one pretext or another to obtain an advance of money. Neither were the Kargil coolies satisfactory. They were slow in starting, took up their loads grudgingly, complained of their weight although they were not heavy, some being only thirty to thirty-five pounds, spent much time in rearranging them, and stopped to rest every sixty to a hundred stepeu Their behaviour belied